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The Nix TH Citarrer of the EpisTLE 
to the Romans, as far as is ſup- 
poſed to relate to the Doctrine of 


PRE DESTINATTON. 


S it has been always an e 

Rule in interpreting Scr5pture to have 
4 Þ a conftant Regard to the End and 
Deſign of the Writer ; that we may be the 
more throughly ſatisfied as to the true and 
genuine Senſe of the preſent Chapter, let us, 
by way of Introduction, take a View of the. 
general Scope of the whole Epiſtle, and eſpes 
clally of the moſt ſpeculative Part of it, as 
contain'd in the firſt Eleven Chapters, The | 
Apoſtle's grand Defign throughout the Whole 
is, to explain and eſtabliſh the Chriſtian Doe: 
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trine of 7 1 rfic ation, or the Righteouſneſs of 


God, which is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, 


and upon all them that believe (a). , 


* 


For which Purpoſe he begins, in the Firſt 


_ Chapter, with conſidering the Caſe of the 
Gentiles, whom he ſhews to have miſcrably 


deviated from the Law of Nature. He then 
goes on, in the Second, to conſider the Caſe 
of the Jews, whom he likewiſe proves to be 
guilty of tranſgreſſing the Law of Meſes ; and 


| thence concludes, in the Third, that as both 


ws and Gentiles were all under Sin, they 


Could therefore neither of them be ;u/tified 
by the ſeveral Laws they were under, by 


both of which they ſeverally ſtood condemn- 


ed, and from which Condemnation they could 


only be freed by that gracious Law of Faith, 
which: God had equally propounded for the 
Juſtification of all Men, whether Fews or 


Gentiles, without any Difference.” It was by 
_ this Method, as he ſhews, in the Forr?h, that 
Abraham himſelf, the great Father of the 


Faithful, was ju//ified; and that it was not 


his keeping the Law of Circumcifion, but his 


Faith, that was imputed unto him for Righte- 
oufrieſs, as it likewiſe ſhall be unto us, e 
believe on him that raifed up Jeſus our Lord 


From the Dead, cho was delivered. for our 


Offences, and raiſed again for our Tuftifica- 


lan, Which very Method, ſays he, Chapter 


_ the 
fa) Chap. iii. 22. 


* 


SN 
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the Fifth, is the moſt agreeable that can be 

to the Manner in which we firſt fell; tor as 
it was'by the Offence of one, to wit, Adam, 
that the Judgment firſt came upon all Men un- 
to Cindemnation of Death, ſo the Wiſdom of 
God has appointed, that it ſhall be ) Zhe 
Ri ghteouſneſs of one, even Chriſt, that be. free 
Gift ſhall come upon all Men unto Juſtfication 
of Life. He then goes on, in the Sixth, to 
guard againſt ſome Abuſes, Which ſome ill- 
diſpoſed Perſons might be ready to make of 

this Doctrine, as if, becauſe they were not 
under the Ta, but under Grace, they 
might therefore continue in Sin: Which he 
effectually anſwers, by ſhewing that this does 
not follow; becauſe the Law of Fazth, or of 
Grate, tho''it-was ſuch indeed as would juſ- 
tify Sinners. or elſe none could be juſtified by 
it, yet was not ſuch as would juli on any 
ſuch Terms as theſe. For, -Kpw-ye not, ſays 
he, that lo whom ye yield yourſelves Seruants 
to obey, his Servants ye are to whom: ye obey ; 
whether of Sin unto Death, or of Ab 
unto Righteouſneſs, or the attaining to Juſti- 
fication? He then again proceeds further, 
in the Seventh Chapter, to addreſs himſelf 
more peculiarly to his Few/h Brethren; and 
to ſhew the Inſufficiency of their Ea to 
juſtify, by taking upon himſelf the Character 
of a Perſon under it, and of one really deſi- 
rous to attain to be Juftefed by it ; arid by 


25 i ? 2 5 ſhewi INS, 
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33 that how willing ſoever any Perſon 
might be to fulfil it; "yet ſuch in Fact 
was the Weakneſs of th. Nature, that 
the Law in the Members would war againſt 
that of the Mind, and often bring him into i 
Captivity to the Law of Sin, inſomuch that 9 
after his utmoſt Endeavours he would have YH 
Reaſon at laſt to cry out, O wretched Man 
that I am] who ſhall deliver me from the Body . 
f this Death? and to rejoice at being able to 1 
ſubjoin, as the Apoſtle here docs, 1 thank God, 
through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, The Ei WW 
_ Chapter: contains Inferences from the afore- 
ſaid Doctrine, together with ſome rapturous 
and triumphant Expreſſions of the happxß 
Condition of Cbriſlians and the glorious 3 
Hopes and Proſpects ſet: before them, - The 
Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh, are a continued © 
Vindication of the fame Doctrine againſt cer- be 
tain Obhyections, which either were, or were 9 
likely to be, made againſt it; and he begins 
to conclude, in the Te Ifth, as his- Manner 
is in his other Epiſtles, with Exhortations to, | 
and Iufiruttions for, an Holy and Chr! zMian 
Life.”: - 3 
Having thus ba Ae = Apoſtle” $ oF 
Deſign in the Whole, let us now apply our- 1 
ſelves more directly to the Chapier under 
Conſideration, the more immediate Subject * 
of the preſent Argument. The Eighth « <4 3 
. 3s before err d, being expreſſive of the 
ff 


13 


happy and glorious Condition of Cbriſtians, 
it is but natural to ſuppoſe it muſt put him 
in Mind of his Bretbren, his Kinſmen accords 
ing to the Fleſh, and as ſuch lead him to la- 
ment their Unhappineſs, who by their Un- 
belief had depriv'd Fikemſclves of all this Bleſſ- 
edneſs, and loſt their Part in the Me Hab's 
Kin e 

e therefore begins, in the Ninth, with 
expreſſing his tender Regard for them, and 
the extreme Grief which he had for their re- 
jecting the Chri/tiarn Scheme, and being them- 
{elves, as he infinuates, rejected for it. It may 


be goubted indeed, whether what he had 
fald in the Ez, Þth, or was going to ſay in 
the. Ninth, Was che Occaſion of this Decla- 


ration. But be this as it will, or be'it either 


'one or both of them, the Chapter begins 


with a moſt ſerious and ſolemn W 
of his very great and e Concern for 
them. Tay che Truth, ſays he, in Chrift, I 


He not, my Conſcience all bearing me Witneſs 


in the Holy Ghoſt, that I hape great Heavineſs 
and continual Sorrow. in 64 Heart : tor / 


gs» 4, 5% 


* thren, 


: * * this Word n may * 3 Sr Perſon de- 
voted to eternal, or 'only to ſome 2 and temporal De- 


uction, it is therefore left to the Reader to underſtand it as 


e ſhall think beſt. Note, * that may likewiſe be 
rendered by. : F 


* 


£533 


thren, my. Kinſmen according the Fleſh : : Who 


are lſraelites; to whom pertai neth the Adoption 

([the Honour of God's firſt-born), and the 
Gery (of the Shechinah), and the Covenants 
(made with Abraham and Moſes), and the 
giving of the Law, and the (true) Service c 


God, and the Promiſes; whoſe are the Fa- | 


thers; and of whom, as concerning the Fleſh, 


Arif came, who 15 over all, Gad bleſſed for 


Amen (6b). 

The Apoſtle not only profeſſes his Regard 
for them, but he lays down the Reaſons. and 
| Greunds-of it: He acknowleges their Privi- 
Ages, and cnumerates the Honours wit 

hich God had crowned them. But from 
| Eh atiſes a. very obvious Obje#ion, 1 2 
which the Apo muſt either invalidate, or 


leave the Jews at laſt to triumph over him. 
For if this, ſay they, be the Este Why do 


you teach us a Doctrine ſo oppolite ? If ours, 
a8 you own, be the Promiſes, how can you 
repreſent us as a People reected? Have you 


forgot the Promiſes od made our Fathers to 
ICE: their Seed for his peculiar People? Or 
can you think theſe Promiſes of none Effet? 
Me do not in eed ſeek to be juſtified in the 


Manner which you are contending for; but 


ſhould not this be an Argument, that your 
A ed therefore be falſe, fince it in- 
| ee ger e „ 27 is 


= See Me. x 1 18. ba i 2 
bf 27. and Heb. i. 8, 9. © Joh 35. ph. * 455 e 
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fers the Rejection of thoſe, whom God him= 
{elf has declared he has choſen ? This Objec- 
tion is obviated in the Words, which imme- 
diately follow, Not as tho* the Ward of God 
hath taken none Effect: And the Clearing of 
this, we mult therefore, in Reaſon, conclude 
do be the very Point the Apo/tle is here upon. 
There are thoſe, who conceive, that the 
Apoſtle, having intimated, in the Beginning of 
the Chapter, the Rejection of the Fews, and 
the Calling of the Gentiles in their room and 
ſtead, takes upon him, in the Remainder, te 

open to the World the original Spring o 

this; to wit, the abſolute Purpoſe and Decree 
of God, by which, without any Regard to the 
Actions or Works of Men he ele&s and re- 
probates juſt whom he pleaſes. But that this 
Bs no Part of the Deſign of this Chapter, muſt, 
I think, be apparent from the following Con- 
= Afiderations: „ Fo 


*Z _. Fixsr, Such a Doctrine as this could have 
no manner of Tendency to convince the 
Fes of what the Apoſtle plainly wanted to 
F . convince them; which was, of the Truth of 

ie Goſpel of Chi, and of his being the 
2 End of the Low for Rightemſneſs, on Jol- 
= fication, unto every, one that, believes. For 
> what has the Doctrine of an ab/olute Election 
to do with this? Or how will it prove, even 
ſuppoling it allowed of on both Sides, either 
that the Apoſtle was vigbt in embracing the 
„„ - Chriſtian 


4B. 
Chriftian Faith, or the Jews i in the wrong in 
rejecting it? But now, if the Ape can 
make it appear from the Law itſelf, as we 
ſhall preſently ſee that he does, that ſuch as 
are Chriſtians are really Abrahant's Seed, and' 


Heirs according to the Promiſe made to him, 


uch Reaſoning as this muſt as plainly ap- 
pear to his Purpoſe, as the other dppears to 


be foreign to any ſuch Thing. 
"Nay, fo far is it, in the Sxcoxp Place; 


from havin any Tendency to convert them 
to the Chriicn Faith, that it has rather a 
Tendency to keep them from it, and to 
harden them till in their Error. For, admit- 
ting, ſay they, that there is ſuch a particular 
Bl:2an as that you ſpeak of, are there any 
ſo likely to be the Objects of this as o 
ſelves? Are not we the true Seed of ra 
bam, the Friend of God? And if you fay, that 
the Promiſe is not to all his Seed, but: only 
to ſuch of them as ſhould ſpring from Jaac, 
this will conclude indeed againſt the Sons of 
Thmael, but makes nothing at all againſt us, 


the Sons of Iſaac. And if you again make 


Exceptions, with regard to the Sons of 1ſaac; 
and allege that God loved Jacob, but hated 
Eſau, we are not ue from Eſau, but 
from that very Jacob y u ip k of, that 


Jacob God ſays he had wo" hat End can 
you therefore propoſe in citing Scriptures | 


which tend thus 2 to 9 own Con- 
n e - faſion 7 


1 
1 
7 5 2 
3 
"3 Say 
1 3 
AL 
3 


at large in the Sequel. 


6 3 
fuſion? We are not only the Deſcendants of 
Abraham, but of Jſaac, and Jacob too; the 


Laws we obſerve, and which we ſeek to be 


Jullified by, were given by God himſelf to the 
Prophet Moſes; and therefore if there be ſuch 
an Election, and Reprobation, as that you men. 
tion, is it not much more likely, that we 
ſhould be God's Elect, than ſuch Apoſtates 
from the Law as yourſelf, who, forſaking a 


Law, that was given by Divine Authority, 


have ſet up new Laws, and new Doctrines, 
and by which, as you pretend, we ſtand 
condemn'd ? Is it not eaſy to ſee, that ſuch 
an Election of 1/aac and Jacob would be ſo 
far from ſerving the Apgſilès Purpoſe, that 


it would only be giving the Jews an Ad- 


vantage againſt him ? Nor will the Scriptures 
here cited, if explain'd in this Senſe, be of 
any Service to anſwer, but rather confirm 
their Objections; which may ſufficiently 
prove, that this is neither the Senſe nor De- 
ſign of them; but, on the contrary, to cons 
firm his. main Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith, and not of Works, as we ſhall ſee more 


I add, THIRDLVY, That the Apg/le him 
ſelf, when he comes to give us the Subſtance 
of what he had been ſaying before, as he does 
in the End of the.Chapter, not only takes no 
Notice of any ſuch Doctrine, as ſome ſup⸗ 
poſe he had been juſt contending for; but, 

1 N agreeabl 


| 19 | 
agreeably to what we have ſaid was his t true 
End and Aim in it, concludes in the follow- 
ing manner: 

MI bat ſhall we ſay then? Or what is to be 
concluded from what we have faid, but this? 
That. the Gentiles, which foilowed not after 
Ri ghteouſneſs, have attained ts Rightemuſneſs, 
even the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith: But 
IIrael, ah git at pr after the Law of Righte- 
ouſneſs, hath not attained to the Law of Righte- 
ouſneſs. And. wherefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 


have they not attained to it? Is it becauſe 


God eternally decreed they ſhould not? There 
is nothing like this to be met with, but, 

agreeably to his Argument, he gives us this 
very good Reaſon for it : Becauſe they ſought 
it, not by Faith, but as it were by the Works 
of- tbe. Law: Tor they Rumbled at that Stum- 
bling-ſtene, the ane and Death of 
Chriſt, as it is ritten, and foretold in their 
Scriptures, Behold, I lay in Sion a Stumbling- 
ſtone, and Rock of. Offence : And wheſoever 
belreveth on bim, ſhall nat be aſhamed. After 
which, he goes on, in the ſucceeding Chapter, 

to aſſert his Defire and Prayer for his Bre- 


threns Salvation, in a manner highly con- 


filent with Chriflian. Faith and Charity, but 
| 28-ipconliſtent,, as can well be imagined, for 
one who had juſt been afferting, that they 


Were iretries ah doom'd to 'Deſtrudion, 


in the Manner that ſome repreſent him. 
And, 


3 
2 b5t 


„ . 
And, Laſtly, The very Words of the Chap- 
POR iſelf will very naturally and kindly fall 


in with this Deſign, to prove and confirm the 


Truth of the Chriſtian Scheme, and to con- 
vince the Jeus of the Danger of disbelieving 

: Whereas the contrary Senſe of them has 
= only nothing to do with the Apoſtle's 
Purpoſe, but, as before obſerved, muſt Naar 


make againſt him, and tend to de eſtroy what 
he makes it his Ce re to defend. 


Having thus briefly endeavour'd to ſettle 


the Scope of the Chapter, let us now conſider 


the Apoſile's Argument. And to begin again, 
where we left off; an Objef7on being hinted, 
as already ſhewn, the Apoſtle immediately 
prepares to anſwer it. The Objection is, 
that if God ſhould reject the Jews, as Paul 
had intimated, the Vord of God muſt be of 
none Effect. To which he anſwers, by ob- 
ſerving, that all are not Iſrael that are of 
Iſrael; that is, that all that are e e 
from the Loins of the Patriarch Jacob, t 


whom the Name of Jae! was given, are 60 


that true Mrael that God intended ſhiould be 
Heirs of the Promiſes made to him; neither, 
becauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, ſays he, 
are they therefore all Children in the Senſe 
intended, or ſuch as God meant in the Pro- 
miſe recorded in Genefis, to be a God to him, 
and to his Seed for ever (c); for he himſelf 


* 3 a (e) Gen. xvii. 7. TP, | 
2 declared 


„ 
declared as much as this to him, when he 
told him, that in Jſaac ſhould his Seed be call- 
ed (d). That is, as the Apoſtle himſelf imme- 
diately goes on to explain it, They which are 
the Children of the Fleſh, theſe are not the 
Children of God : But the Children of the Pro- 
miſe are counted for the Seed. For this is the 


Word of Promiſe (ot which Jſaac, as we read, 


was a Child), Al this Time will I come, and 
Sarah ſhall have a Son. They are only, ſays 
he, the true Seed, who are here repreſented 
by 1/aac ; for Iſhmael was Abraham's Son as 


well as he, and born and owned as ſuch ſome 


Years before him ; but being only the Son of 


his F{e/h, he was therefore rejected, to make 


way, as the Hiſtory ſhews, for the Son of 
his Faith; which therefore ſtrongly typifies 
a faithful Seed, not ſuch as ſhould be born, 
as was T/hmael, after the Fleſh, but, as 1ſaac 
was, by Faith in the Word of Promiſe *. 
In ſhort, we cannot have a better, or an ca- 
ſier Comment upon what the Apoſtle here 
ſays, than what we meet with from the 
ſame Apoſtle in his Epiftle to the Churches 
of Galatia ; Tell me, ye that defire to be 
under the Law, da ye not bear the Law? 


J 

* If it ſhould be here inquired, why the Apaſtle, beginning 
with ael, immediately makes a Tranſition back to Abra- 
ham; it may be proper to obſerve, that as no Limitation 
was made in the Seed of Jacob, the Diſtinction of Seeds was 
not to be learnt from thence, but from Inſtances going before. 


For 
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„ 
For it is written, that Abraham had karo 
Sons, the one by a Bond-maid, the other 
by a Free-woman, Hut be who was of the 
1 0 woman was born after the Fleſh; but 

he of the Free-woman was by Promiſe. Which, 
Things are + are an Allegory ; for theſe are the 
two Covenants, the one from the Mount Sinai, 
which endereth to B ondage, which is Agar 
( For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
anſfwereth 40 Jeruſalem, which now is, and 7s 
in Bondage with ber Children): But Jeruſa- 
lem whzch is above is free, which is the Mother: 
of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou bar 
ren, that beareſt not; break forth and cry, thou 
that travaileſt not: For the deſolate haue 
many more Children than fhe which hath an 
Husband, Now we, Brethren, as Iſaac was, 
are the Children of Promiſe.” But as then be 
that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit, even ſo it 3s 
now. Nevertheleſs what ſaith the Scripture? 
Caſt out the Bond-woman, and her Son: For 
the Son of the Bond-woman ſpall not be Heir 
with the Son of the Free-woman. So then, 
Brethren, we are not Children of oy Bond: 
Woman, but of the Free (e). 


+ Note here, that St. Pad 3 1 . as 1 — 5 
proters would repreſent him, evbich Things will admit of an 
Allegory ; but, as his Argument plainly requires, which 
Things are one, not, indeed, as deny ing the aſh ow al: 
98 the Typical. Senſe of them, 8 . 

RY Gal. iv. 21+ Se. e E472 BANS WHCEAD 
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And not only this, ſays the Apoſtle; it does 
not only appear from the Declaration made 
to Abrabam, that it was not the Children of 
the. Fleſh, but of the Promiſe, that ſhould be 
counted his Seed, but when Rebecca alſo had 
conceived by one, even by our Father Iſaac, we 
have a yet further Declaration of God's M ind 


in this Particular; for the Children being not 


ret born, neither "having done any Good or 
Evil, that the Purpoſe of God according to 
Election might Fra not of Works, but of bim 


that calleth, it was ſaid unto ber, The Elder 
Hall ſerve the Younger. As it is accordingly 


teſtified to have happened by what is æritten, 
Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. 

It was eaſy for the Jeus to object to the 
former Inſtance, that other Reaſons might be 
aſſigned for God's Purpoſe of Election with 


regard to 1/aac, than his hereby intending to 
typify, which is the Senſe the Apoſtle had 


put on it, what KinD or PxRSOxNs ſhould be 


deem'd his Seed; as that Iſhmael was the 


Son of a Bond-woman, whereas Jſaac was the 
Son of a Free; and further, that as this De- 


_ Claration was not made till ſome Vears after 


Thmael was born, the Cauſe of his Rejection 
might therefore ariſe from his Conduct. In 
order therefore to remove all Objections of 
n Kind, that might be made againſt his 


-. * 


Inſtance, and to confirm yet more and 
more his firſt Aſſertion, that Jaac e ü 
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| ther, but were likewiſe both of them from 


ſaid unto her, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, 


E 
the Sons of Promiſe, he proceeds to a Second, 
againſt which no ſuch Objections could lie. 
For here the Children had not only one Fa- 


the ſelf-ſame Mother, Twin-Brothers, born 
both at a Birth; and yet, before they were 
born, or had done either Good or Evil, that 
the Purpoſe of God according to Election 
might ſtand, not of Wokks, as we ought to 
obſerve, but of HIM THAT CALLETH, it was 


Here is therefore a clear Demonſtration, that 
the Purpoſe of God regarding the Seed of 
Abraham is not only a Purpoſe according to 
Eleclion, reſpecting ſome, and diſreſpecting 
others; but alſo, that it is not of Works (to 
which in this Caſe no Regard was had), or 
that proceeds according to the Law of Works, 
which expreſly appoints the F:r7/f-born ſhall 
receive his Inheritance, tho' he be by a Mo- 
ther who is not beloved (V%); but ſuch as de- 
pends intirely upon the Grace of him that 
calleth, that calleth to inherit the Promiſes, 
whom he pleaſes ; and has declared and typi- 
fied by theſe Proceedings, that we are to be 
faved by Grace, thro Faith, and not of Works, 
and that the Sons of the Lau, notwithſtand- 
ing their boaſted Right of Primogeniture, 
ſhall yield the Birth-right to the Sons of 
Faith, The preferring the one to the other 
CCC 8 
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before they were born, is an evident Proof, that 
it did not proceed from their Works : But the 
chooſing the Younger of theſe before the 
Elder ſeems plainly typical of ſomething fur- 
ther, and that the true Bleſſing of Abraham 
was not to be by the Law, which ſeems to 


be typified by the firfi-born Eſau, but to 


ſpringfrom the Goſpel of Grace repreſented by 
Jacob the Younger. Nor is this a neo, but the 
old and primitive Senſe in which Chriſtian 
Friters commonly underſtood them. The 


Apoſtle, ſays Ferom, diſputes of theſe Things 


myſtically. Jacob and Eſau, ſays Ambroſe, 
are Types of two Sorts of Perſons, Believers 
and Unbelie vers. And Jacob, ſays Auſtin, 
bears the Figure of the Church, as . of 
the antient Synagogue *. - 

It is to be obſerved indeed, as to both theſe 
Declarations, that they are not only of a 
Temporal Import, but that the latter eſpecial- 


ly did not ſo much relate to the Children 


themſelves in a perſonal Conſideration (in 
which reſpect we do not find it true) as it 
did to their ſeveral Poſterities. Nor does the 
Apoſtle here underſtand it any otherwiſe, as 
appears by his referring to the Words of 
Malachi, which were not t ſpoken of the Per- 
ſons of Jacob and Eſau, who had been dead 
many Ages before, but, as is plain from the 


2 Hieron. in Mal. i. 2, 3. Ambroſ, in Rom. ix. 8, 9. 


Paſſage 


„ 
Paſſage itſelf, of the two Houſes of 1/-ael and 
Edom then ſubſiſting. I have leved you, faith 
the' Lord, to Iſrael: Yet ye ſay; Wherein 
haſt thou loved us ? Was not Eſau Jacob's Bro- 
Fler? ſaith the Lord: Yet I loved Jacob, and 
I hated Eſau, and laid his Mountains; and his 
Heritage waſte, for the Dragons of the Wild- 
"* erneſs (8s): Whereas no ſuch thing was 
done in the Days of Eſau, nor till after the 
Prophecy of Obadiab; where the Reaſon is 
alſo ſet down, and the fame Names of Jacob 
and Eſau applied to their ſeveral Nations. 
It muſt appear therefore from hence, that 
1 the Apofle's Meaning in citing theſe Paſlages; 
which are all fo evidently of a temporal Im- 
port, is not to prove to us, that 1ſaac and. 
Jacob were particularly elected by God to 
eternal Life, and 1Þmael and Eſau rejected 
from any Part in it; fince the Scriptures al- 
leged are by no means ſufficient to prove 
this, even with regard to the Perſons them- 
ſelves, and much leſs with regard to their 
Oftpring. For is it likely; in the Finsr 
Place, that it ſhould be any Part of God's 
Intent in telling Abraham, that in Iſaac bis 
Seed ſhould be called, to acquaint him, that 
| thmael, for whom he had a great Regard, 
Pas a Perſon ordained to Deſtruction ? Is 
there any thing that ſounds like this in all 
his Hiftory ? When his Mother, being with 
© (8) Mal. 3. 2, 3. See alſo Numb. xX. 14. and Deut. xxiii. 
D t 
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Child of him, fled from the Face of her Mif- 
treſs, an Angel! is ſent to her to tell her, that 
God would multi ply her Seed exceedingly, /o 
that it ſhould not be numbered for Multitude ; 
and that ſhe ſhould call her Son, when born, 
by the Name of Iſbmael, which ſignifies, God 
WILL HEAR, becauſe the Lord had heard her 
Affiiion(h). And when God promiſes Abra- 
ham, that he ſhould have alſo a Son by 
Sarah; and he had prayed, that Iſhmael might 
live before him; He anſwers him thus: Sarah 
thy Wife ſhall bear thee a Son indeed, and thou 
al call his Name Iſaac; and I wi ll eſtabliſh 
my Covenant with him for an everlaſting Cove- 
nant, and with his Seed after him. fa as 
fer Iſhmael, T have heard thee : Behold, I have 
bleſſed him, and will make him fruitful, and 
ll mult! bly him exceedingly : Twwekve Princes 
ſhall he beget, and I will make him a great 
Nation. But my Covenant will J eftabliſh 
with Iſaac, whom Sarah ſhall bear unto thee (i). 
That is, my Covenant relating to the promiſed 
Land, this ſhall only be eſtabliſhed with 
Tfanc : Tho', as for Iſmael, J have heard thee, 
and have bleſſed him, and will alſo make of 
him a great Nation. And again, when God 
orders him to ſend Hagar and I1/hmael out 
of his Houſe, for that in Iſaac his Seed ſhall 
be called, he at the ſame time tells him, And 
alſo of the Son of the Bond-woman will I make a 


Gen. xvi. 10, 11. (i) Gen. xvii. 19, &c. 
8 Nation, 


4 
Nation, becauſe be is thy Seed (). And when 
L his Mother and he are caſt out, an Angel is 
= likewiſe ſent, faying, Hagar, fear not; for 
* God hath heard the Voice of the Lad; Ariſe, 
1 lift him up; for I will make bim a great Na- 
ion (I). Now, tho' it appears from hence, 
that he was not to inherit with Jſaac; yet it 
does not follow, that he was therefore a Ve 
fel of Wrath ; nor is it likely, when God tells 
Abraham he had bleſſed him, that he only 
meant he would bleſs him in Huis World, but 
had determined his Deſtruction in the World 
ro come; or that his Promite to multiply his Seed 
exceedingly, meant only to multiply an ac- 
cer fed Race-: 25977 „ 
And as it is not likely, that this was God's 
Meaning in his Declarations to Abrabam re- 
lating to Jſaac and Iſbmael; ſo neither is it 
likely, in the SEconD Place, that he meant 
any thing of this Kind in the Declaration he 
made to Rebecca, in relation to Jacob and 
Eſau. All we read of it is, That Jaac in- 
treated the Lord for bis Wife, hecauſe ſhe 
was barren: And the Lord was intreated of 
im, and Rebecca his Wife conceived. And 
= Zbe Children ſtruggled together within ber: 
And ſbe ſaid, I jo, why am I thus? And ſbe 
= went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord 
aid unto ber, Two Nations are in thy Womb, 
and two manner of People ſhall be ſeparated 


(4) Gen. xxi. 1 2, 23. (1) Gen. xxi. 17, 18. 
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620 
from thy Boxels ; and the one People frall be 
Aronger than the other People, and the Elder 
feall ſerve the Younger (m). This indeed is 
a plain Declaration, that the Seed of Jacobs 
ſhould have the Pre-emmence : But was it a 
fit Declaration to be made to a pregnant Wo- 
van, that her Elder Son was in very deed a 
Reprobate, and one that was doom'd from 
Eternity to the Fire of Hell? Is there any 
ſuch Declaration as this to be found in Scrip- 
ture? Could it anſwerany wiſe or good End? 
Or could Jaac ever thus underſtand it, and 
yet love him ſo affectionately as he did, only. 
for eating now-and- then of his Veniſon 2 
What ſo rational Interpretation can we there- 
fore aſſign to theſe Things, as that which the 
Apo/tle here has laid before us? Nameiy, to 
. theſe Proceedings as figurative. of 
ſomething elſe; and theſe temporal Diſ- 
penſations with regard to thefe Perſons in 
this Life, as intended to typiſy thoſe of. the 
Life to come; or, as the Apo/iie himſelf has 
ęxpreſſed it, to fi gnify to us hereby. the Sons. 
of Promiſe, and that God's Purpoſe according 


0 Election was not of Works, as the Jeus er- 
roneouſly prefumed it muſt be, but of the. 


Grace of God thro' Faith in Pim that calleth; 
and conſequently, that the Doctrine of 


7 aits, which he at that time preached, was 
in Fact, and for Subſtance, me ſame with 


(-2) Gen. xxx, 21, 22, 23 | 5 
1 . 4 . HF 5 
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(ar 
what God, tho' more darkly, had all along 
preached-to their Fathers, who by theſe his 
Proceedings, as well as by ſeveral others, had 
long fince Hyiſied theſe Things unto them. 


Nor ſhall we ſee any Reaſon to wonder at 
all at this, if we only conſider, that almoſt 
all the Old Law was thus typical, or, as the 

Apoſtle expreſſes it, 2 Shadow of 2 7. bings 70 
come (u). 

And indeed as theſe Scriptures relating t to 
Jacob and Eſau, were their Import more 
dark than it is, are ſo clearly meant not of 
their Perſons, but of the two Nations of the 
Jraelites and Idumeans, it muſt ſurely be 
very unreaſonable to condemn. a whole Na- 
tion as Reprobates for merely deſcending from 
Eſau, when it does not appear, that Eſau 
was one himſelf, in any ſuch Senſe as we are 
now oppoſing, but the Fruit of Taac's Prayer 
as well as Jacob: Nor does the word Hate, 
In. Scripture, always properly fignify Hate, 
but is frequently put for a lower Degree of 
Love. And therefore Beza, tho' a zealous 
Predeſtinarian, yet does not ſcruple to own, 
that the true God was both known, and holily 
worſhiped, among thoſe of Eſau s Race, if 
not by all, yet by thoſe that God had blefſ-. 
ed (o). Nor does Calvin deny, but that, 7a. 
cob I have leved, belongs to his whole Paſte 
r:ty; which the Prophet oppoſes unto that of = 

(z) Col. ii, 17, and Heb. x. 1. (o) Beza in Job i. 7 

9 | Eſau ; 


( 22 ) 

Eſau (p); and therefore cannot be made by 
any Art whatever to mean their Election to 
eternal Life. | 
It is, however, ſufficiently manifeſt, that the 
Apoſtle cites them here for no ſuch Purpoſe, 
but, as muſt plainly appear from the Premiſes 
duly conſidered, for Purpoſes juſt the Re- 
verſe ; namely, to prove that the ſpiritual 
| Jfrael are really the Heirs of the Promiſes, 
and not the ael after the Fleſh, as they 
imagined. For if the natural lſrael were real- 
ly the I/rae/ intended, the Word of God muſt 
fail, if they are rejected. But if, on the con- 
trary, as the Apoſtle here argues, they are not 
the Children of the Hleſb, but of the Promiſe, 
that are deemed the true Seed, ſuch as were 
typified by Jaac, and yet further prefigured 
by Jacob, Types of Heirſhip by Faith, and by 
Grace; if this be the Caſe, the Objection is 
then fully anſwered, and the Word of God 
ſtands firm, tho” Ifrael fall; and eſpecially 
as they are now generally deſtitute of that 
Faith in him that calls, to which the Pro- 
miſes of God were made. For ye are all the 
Children of God, ſays the Apoſtle, by Farth in 
Chriſt Feſus. And if ye be Chriſt's (by Faith), 
tben are ye Abraham's (faithful) Seed, and 
(therefore) Heirs according to the Promiſe (q). 
It may be proper perhaps to remark on 
this Head further, that the Hiſtory in Geneſis 

(p) Calv. Inſt. Lib. 3. cap. 21. 57. (4) Gal. iii. 26, 29. 
. aftords 


© if } 
' affords us a very good Reaſon, why theſes 
Limitations as to Abraham's Seed were made; 
and that is, that his Seed in the Whole was too 
much for the Land to contain, fince 1/hmaet : | 
himſelf made a Nation, and Iſaac was Fa- x | 
ther of two; three Nations deſcending from — 
only theſe 79 Sons (to ſay nothing of thoſe 
that were afterwards born by Keturab); which 
was ſurely a Reaſon for excluding #w5of them, 
tho' not for concluding from thence, that 
there was nota Meaning in chooſing one of | 
theſe before another, as the Apoſtle has not 
only ſhewn there was, but made ſubſervient 
to the Chriſtian Cauſe, _ LY 
But having thus traced out the Senſe of | 
the Apoſtle hitherto, we come now to an- i 
other Objection, which is evidently drawn ” 
from the Premiſes juſt confiderd: Mat v2 
ſhall we ſay then? ſays he: Is there Unrighte- 
ouſneſs with God? God forbid : He ſeems 
plainly aware, that the Jews would charge 
this with Unr:ighteouſneſs; and that the An- 
ſwer he had given to their Objection againſt 
God's Truth, would occaſion another afreftr 
againſt his Juſtice. Here perhaps it may 
be inquired, whence ſuch an Objection 
as this ſhould ariſe ; or from what Part of the 
 Apoſile's Diſcourſe ſuch an Inference as this 
ſhould be drawn. Was it from chooſing 1/aac, 
and refuſing 1fhmael? from loving Jacob, 
and rejecting Eſau? But can it be. 
| | imagined 
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imapined any-way likely, that an Objection 8 


on this Head ſhould come from the Mouth 


of a Few ? They would hardly be guilty of 


thus contradicting the Law, or finding fault 
with what they eſteemed their G/ory, and 
placed but too much Confidence upon. What 
the Apoſtie had quoted was all to be found in 
ther Scriptures : They knew, and acknow- 


leged the Truth of it; nor is it once to be 


thought they would charge it with any In- 
Juſtice; nor could they, indeed, without hurt- 
1ng themſelves, and their Cauſe. God's 


loving of Jacob was reckon'd a Proof in their, 
Favour; and as they were no-way diſpleas d 


Sk the Preference ſhewn to themſclves, ſo 


neither were they ſo zealous for the Edomi tes; 
their profeſſed and inveterate Enemies, as to go 
about to charge God with 1njuſtice for reject- 


ing or ſlighting of them. In ſhort, the Facts 


here appealed to were achnowleged as much 


by the Jews, as they were by the Apoſtle 


Bimſelf and in the /zeral Senſe of them 
made too much for them, to ſuppoſe they 
would make them a Matter of any Objection, 
And therefore it could not be heſe; but the 
Apoſtle's Senſe of them, that the ObjeCtion 


ſtrikes at in the Words before us. And this 


indeed was ſo very adverſe to the general 


Taſte of the Jews, that it could not be ex- 
pected they would paſs it quietly. His Ex- 


n of theſe Matters, and the Senſe he 


had 
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| had put. on theſe Paſſages, was ſuch as, it 
affen d to paſs without an Anſwer, muſt 
condemn them at once of perſiſting in no ſmall 
Error. The Promiſes made to their Fathers, 
according to this Explanation, could now be 
no longer of uſe to them. It was to no man- 
ner of Purpoſe to plead their deſcending from 
Abraham, ſince their being Children of t he 
Fl:/h would not prove they were ſo of the 
Promiſe. Nor could their Adberence to the 
Law be any better a Plea. than the former, 
if God had really declared, even before the 
Law was given, that his Purpoſe of Election 
ſhould ſtand, not of Works, but of him that- 
calleth ; or that it ſhould not be regulated by 
the Law of Works, but, as theſe Inſtances 
ſhew, by Faith in the Ward of Promiſe. But 
this, fay they, cannot be true; nor is it any- 
way conſiſtent with the Rules of Equity. 
We do not pretend, that all who ſpring from 
Iſrael ſhould therefore be juſtiſied merely on 
that Account; for we are not ignorant, that 
with many of them God declared himſelf 
highly diſpleaſed; yea, and ſware in his M ratb, 
that they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. But 
that he ſhould ever reject ſuch as cleave and 
adhere to the Law, is a Point we can never: 
agree to; or that his Purpoſe of Choice, or 
Election, as you would perſuade us, ſhould 
be, as you have ſtiled it, not of Works. For 


muſt it not argue Unrightcouſneſs; which is 
E far 
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.( 4) WM 
far from the Nature of God, thus to reject 
the Obſervers of his own juſt Law, and to 
transfer his Choice to thoſe who have no ſuch 
Claim? The juſt Judge of the Earth cannot 
ſo far run counter to Right, as to form any 


ſuch Purpoſes as you aſcribe to him. 


This ſeems plainly the Riſe, and as plain- 
ly the Senſe, of the Objection we here find 
obviated ; and to which the Apoſtle as readily 
prepares to anſwer, as he did to that he had 
been juſt diſpatching. IWhat ſhall we ſay 
then, ſays he, if Things be as I have juſt 
repreſented them ? Is it unworthy of God to 
ones by the Rules I have mentioned ? 

ill it follow from hence, that he is there- 
fore unjuſt or unrighteous ? Or is there any 
thing in theſe his Proceedings, u o_ which 
any ſuch Charge as this can be fair y ground 
ed? The Tews, I know, will be ready o 


think there is; and that it cannot be juſt in 


God to reject thoſe who follow the Law, and 


to juſtify thoſe who do not. But God for- 
Eid, or, as the Words ſhould be rendered both 


here, and in all other Places, Let it not be, 
that we ſhould any of us think, that God does 


| any thing unjuſt or unrighteous ; or that I 


ſhould be guilty of preaching a Faith, from 
which any ſuch Inference can be juſtly 
drawn. That the Law was given by God, 


I freely own; but not for the Purpoſes which 


you ſuppoſe, or to annul the Promifes made 
before. 


( 27 3 
before. I have already ſhewn you, that 
Abraham was juſtified while yet in his Vucir- 
cumcificn; and that the Promiſe, that he ſhould 
be Heir of the World, wasnot to him, or his Seed, 
through the Law, but through the Righteouſ- 
neſs which 1s of Faith (r); which is alſo fur- 
ther confirmed by the Examples of Jſaar and 
Jacob. And to ſhew you yet further; that 
God has really an abſolute Right to ſhew 
Mercy to whom, or to what Kind of Perſons, 
he pleaſes ; and that without being 4#righte- 
bus, as you ſeem to imagine he mult be, if he 
ſhould ever depart from the Rules of the 
Law of Works; only be pleaſed to conſider 
what he ſays to Moſes, that very Perſon by 
whom the Law was given: I will have Mercy 
ſays he, on whom I will have Merry, and I 
will bave Compaſſion on whom Iwill have Com- 
paſſion : Or, as it is ſomewhat differently 
worded, tho' of the ſame Senſe and Import, 
in Exodus, I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will ſhew Mercy on whom 1 will 
ſhew Mercy (s). „ 

Nov, beſides that theſe/ords in themſelves 
are a Claim of an abſolute Power of being 
gractous and merciful as himiſelf ſees proper, 
and which; as appears from the Context, is 

reckoned as Part of his Glory ; if it be fur- 
ther conſidered when this Declaration was 
tnade; it will be a ſtill ſtronger Proof of the 


(+) Rom. iv. 10.— 13. (s) Exod. xxxiii. 19. : 
E 2 ö Point 


, 
# 
ö 
* 


4 
6 £1 
g * 
38 


——— ents LABOR ego were 


io) 
Point before us: And that was, when your 
Fathers had grievouſly /i-ned againſt God, 


and been guilty of Idolatry in the Affair of 


the Golden Calf; for which, according to the 
Law, they all of them ſtood condemned to no 
leſs than an utter Deſtruction (t). Such a 
Declaration therefore as this, at ſuch a Junc- 
ture, is an evident Proof, that Salvation is not 
by the Law; and that God has full as much 
Right to ſhew Grace to idolatrous Gentiles, 


as he had heretofore to idolatrous eus. 
And what is the Inference from hence, but 


this? Namely, that Acceptance with God, 


Which is the Point we are at preſent upon, 


is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that ſheweth Mercy; or 


which is much the ſame, tho” expreſſed in . 


other Words, that God's Purpoſe of Election, 


* 


as to whom he will chooſe for his People, is 


not of Works, but proceeds from the Grace 
and Mercy of him that calls, that calls and 
juſtifies on what Terms he pleaſes, and has de- 
clared his ſovereign Power ſo to do. And is 
it any way fit, that Men ſhould arraign. this 


Power? Shall Sinners charge God with In- 


juſtice for ſhewing them Mercy? Or is he 
unrighteous for aboliſhing a Law that can- 
not juſtify, and for bringing in one that can ? 


A Law of Faith and Grace, by which Men 


may be juſtified, when it 1s impoſſible, as 


lt) Exod. xxii. 20. and Deut. x11, throughout. / 


Things 
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Things now ſtand, they ſhould ever be ſo 
by the other. Conſider it only as an Act of 
Grace, contrived on Purpoſe for the ſhewing 
Mercy, and ceaſe for Shame to call that Grace 


Injuſtice. You may ail to approve your- 


ſelves what Way you pleaſe, and run in that 
Way with great Labour and Zeal for that 
Purpoſe ; but as you are plainly under a Law 
which cannot juſtify, and as it muſt come at 


laſt frem God 7hat ſheweth Mercy, it muſt 


therefore be his, not yours, to ſtate the Terms 
of it ; which, as your own Scriptures ſhew, 
he has claimed as his abſolute Right ; and I 
need not acquaint you, that he is one, who 
will not act unſuſtiy, or claim a Power, which 


is not his proper Due *. 


It has been remarked on the Words, Him 
that willeth, and him that runneth, that they 
allude to Abrahams Prayer to God for I= 
mael ; as alſo to Iſaac's willing, that Eſau 
ſhould have the Bleſſing; and to Eſau's run- 
ning for Veniſon, at his Father's Command, 
for that End: Nor is it unlikely, indeed, but 


that the Apoſtle, in uſing theſe Phraſes, might 


have theſe very Facts in his Eye. And yet, 


as this Inference is here plainly drawn from 


* Note, That as this is an Argument which cm 6 | 
to affect the Jews, it may ſerve as a yet further Proof, that 
it is only with them the Apoſile is here diſputing : And indeed 


the Whole of his Proofs, being drawn from the Lago and the 
_ Prophets, ſeem plainly adapted to © as —— no 


other e 


the 
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the preceding Declaration to Mo/es, how 


much ſoever theſe Actions might lead to the 
Uſe of theſe Phraſes, his principal Meaning 


ſeems here, as it hitherto has been, to oppoſe . 


the Law of /orks to that of Grare, and the 
Willing and Running preſcribed by the Rules 
of the former, to the truſting by Faith in the 
Promiſes made by the latter; which, as they 


all proceed from 4:m that ſteweth Mercy, his 


Speech to Moſes therefore ſhews are j uſt. 

It may be proper further to obſerve, that 
as the Apoll does not bring this Declaration 
for any ſuch End, as to prove ſuch a Power in 
God, as pays #0 regard to the Laws of Ju/? 
and Righteous, but, as appears from the Con- 
text, for Purpoſes juſttheReverſe, a juſt, a glo- 
rious, and a gracious Power of ſhewing Mercy, 
as himſelf ſees proper, to ſuch as otherwiſe 
could lay no Claim to it ; fo, that his Inference 
from it is, not that human. ndeavours, when 
rightly and properly managed, are ſuch as 
will nothing avail to our Juſtificution, ſince he 


exhorts the Corinthians ſo to run, that they 


may obtain (u); but that our Fullification; as 


Sinners, is not by the Works of the Law, and 


muſt therefore E ſought for on the Terms of 


Mercy. And to ſtrain his Words to any fur- 


ther Meaning, is not only to ſtrain them quite 


beyond his Purpoſe, but converting wholſome 


Food to dangerous Poiſon, and wreſting the 
(4) 1 Cor. ix. 24. See alſo 2 Tim. iv. 7. and Heb. xii. 1. 


Seriptures, 


* * 
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Scriptures, if not to our own Deſtruclion, yet, 


as many have found, to their own very great 


Diſtreſs, and ſo as to lay a Foundation for 
grievous and dreadful Temptations. 

Having thus eſtabliſhed God's Right to 
ſhew Mercy as he himſelf pleaſes, he proceeds, 
in his Anſwer, to ſhew his equal Right to re- 
ject and puniſh alſo as he pleaſes ; which he 
proves and illuſtrates from what the Scripture 
ſays to Pharaoh, or from another Declaration 
made to the Prophet Moſes, which he was 
ordered to deliver to the aforeſaid King, the 
Purport of which is contained in theſe Words 


following : Even for this ſame Purpoſe have 


T raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my Power 


in thee, and that my Name might be declared 
throughout all the Earth. God is not unrigbte- 


ous, lays he, in ſhewing Mercy; for this ap- 


pears from what he ſaid to Moſes : Nor in 


rejecting ſuch as flight and abuſe his Mercy; 


for this appears from the Meſſage ſent to - 


Pharaoh ; in which Meſſage there are theſe 
Things conſiderable ; the Perſon to whom it 
was ſent, the Time when, and the Meſſage 
itſelf, And, Firſt, The Perſon it was fent to 
was Pharach, the then King of Egypt, a no- 
table Example of //ubborn Unbehef, and there- 
fore the fitter for the Apoſtlè's Purpoſe ; who 
hardened his Heart againſt many remarkable 
Plagues,and refuſed hisObedience to many and 
many a Meſſage, tho' backed with * 

one 
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done before his Eyes. As for the Time wh: en 
this Meſſage was ſent to him, it was after the 
Plag ue 1 the Boils, and when that of the 
le Hail was juſt at hand; that is, when 
no leſs than ve Plagues had already been 
tried in vain, and the Seventh was now at 
the Door. As for the Meſſage itſelf, it con- 
ſiſts of theſe 7wwo Parts; a Declaration o ſome- 
thing God had done, to wit, that he had 
raiſed bim up; and alſo a further Declaration 
of the End and Reaſon why, namely, that he 


might Pero his Power in him, and that his 


Name | might. be declared throughout all the 
Earth, The true Meaning of which will 
mot likely be beſt underſtood by conſidering 
the Place at large, in which it ſtands. | 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes (ww), Riſe up 
carly in the Morning, 3 4 before Pharaoh, 
and ſay unto him, Thus faith the Lord God of 
abe Hebrews, Let my People go, that they may 
ſerve me. For I will at this Time, that is, 
unleſs thou complieſt, or f thou refuſe, as it 
is mentioned expreſly in the next ſucceeding 
Mieſſage (x), I will ſend all my Plagues upon 
thine Heart, and upon thy. Servants, and upon 
thy People; that thou mdyeſi know, that there 
7s none like me in all the Earth. For now I 
mill lretch out m Hand, that T may ſinite thee 
and thy Prople with Peftilence ; and thou ſhalt 
be, cut off. jrom the Earth; or, as it ſhould 


{#9}. Exog: ix. 13719, 00 Exod; x. +: | 
| rather 
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rather be rendered more conſiſtent. with 
Truth, and the Context (y), For now 1 had 
fetched out my Hand, and ſinote thee and thy 
People with Peſtilence; and theu badi been cut 
off from the Earth. But, in very Deed, for 
this Cauſe bave I raiſed thee up ; or, as it is in 
the Margin, more agreeable to the Hebrew, 
made thee ſtand (2) ; that is, preſerved and 
delivered thee kitherto, and not cut thee off, 
as I juſtly and eaſily could do; for to .be in 
thee my Power, in a much more ſignal Man- 
ner, and fo as that my Name may be declared 
thereby throughout all the Earth. As yet ex- 
alteſt thou thyſelf againſt my People, that thou 
awilt not let them go? Behold, To-morrow about” 
this time I will cauſe it to rain a very griev- 
ous Hail, ſuch as hath not been in Egypt, ſince 
the Foundation thereof, even until now. Send 
therefore nua and gather thy Cattle, and all 
that thou haſt in the Field: For upon ever 
Man and Beaſt, which ſhall be and in the 
Field, and ſhall not be brought fron, the Hail 
ſhall come down upon him, and they '/ all die: 
From which we ſee, that in this Declaration 
here is not only Mercy mixed with Judg- 
ment ; but that God's raifing him up fo make 
bas Power known 1n him, is not, that Pharaoh 
was created tor any ſuch End and Pur poſe, 
or that he could not have avo:ged his Deſtru- 
ction by a timely Belief and Repentance; but 
(y) See Whitby's Annot. on Rom. ix. 17. (x) See Exod. z 


ix. 11. where the lacs Word is applied to the Magicians. 
* only 


5 
only that God had raiſed him up, and deliver- 
ed him from ſormer Judgments, not, as Pla- 
rach might imagine, for want of Power to do 
any more to him, but to reſerve him, if he 
continued ſtill obſtinate, for a much more re- 


markable Vengeance tha in that of Boils, and 
ſuch as ſhould declare bis Nome and 3 


thrcugh all the Earth. And in this Senſe is it 
rendered both i in the Septuagint and Chaldce 


Parapbraſe, the Latin Tranſlation of Junius, 
with ſeveral others, and the marginal Note in 


our own. _. | 

But let us now proceed to the general In- 
Ference which the Apaſile draws from the In- 
ſtances juſt now given: Therefore hath be 
Mercy, ſays he, on hom he will kave Mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth : The firſt 


Part of this, or that God has a Right to have 


Mercy on whom he will, e from the 
Declaration made to Moſes : But the /a7ter 
Part of the Concluſion, or that God bardeneth 
whom he will, takes its Riſe from the In- 
ſtance of Pharaoh. It will be inquired, per- 
haps, why he ſhould mention Hardening here, 
which he had not done in any thing forc- 


going. Eut we ſhall have no Reaſon to 


er at this, if we but conſider how often 
it 1s mentioned in Pharach's Hiſtory, the 
Concern it had in the Deſtruction threatened, 
and in the final Execution of it both on him, 
and on all his Hoſt. | In ſhort, the Harden- 
ig of Phcrach was not only a Thing wel 

Knuwn, 


„ 

Euoun, but which the Jews had always look- 
ed upon as rightrous, and therefore the fitter 
for the Apo/Hle to exhibit on this Occaſion, 
as a proper Glaſs in which to view themſelues, | 
whole Caſe and Pharaoh's were but too much 
alike ; they having as obſtinately ſtood it 
azainſt the Miracles wrought by Chriſt, as 
 Pharach had againſt thoſe in the Days of 
Mejes. And thus, as it appears from the for- 
mer of theſe Declarations, that God is not 
unrighteous in /hewing Mercy to whom he 

pleaſes, tho' on other Conditions than ſuch 
as the Law has appointed; and therefore could 
not be ſo, in the Mercy then ſhewn to the 
Genriles; ſo does it appear from the latter, 
that he is no more unrighteous in hardening 
whom he pleaſes ; and, in a more particular 
manner, that this is a Proof of his Pleaſure 
to harden ſtubborn and obſtinate Unbelrevers, 
and to reſerve them alſo for ſuch ina Ven- 
geance, upon their ſtill continuing to reject his 
Calls to them, as may make his Name be 
Enou i through all the Earth ; in which latter 
Caſe alſo, as well as in that before-mention- 
ed, the Caſe of the Jews and Pharaob was 
. 3 

Hut this affords an Occaſion for another 

and Third Objection: Thou it ſay then unto 
me, Why doth he yet find Fault ? For who hath 
reſiſted his Will? As the Apoſtle had covertly 
inſinuated in producing the Inſtance of Pha- 
raoh, that the Jews ei her in Fact then were, 

| 1 
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or were however in no little Danger of being, 
hardened to ſignal Deſtruction, it is not much 
to be wondered at, if, ſtung with ſo home a 
Reflection, ſome ignorant Zealot or other 
ſhould thus object to him: If this be the 
Caſe, that God hard:ns whom he will, why 
then does he yet find Fault ? Since it is not 
in the Power of Men to poſe his Pleature, 
or to be other than hardened, if he is deter- 
mined they fhall be fo. With what Propri- 
ety are Wes then complained of, for acting a 
Part which th ey have not the Power to avoid, 
urged on by the Force of his own 277e// Rible 
Will? The Objection ſeems to carry, in the 
Face of it, an Air of Insrance, mixt with no 
ſmall Infolence It does not deny, that God 
bardens; but blames bim, where that is the 
Caſe, for finaing Fault, at the ſame time that 
it owns, that he dces % And is therefore no 
better than taxing an Aion of God with Un- 
fitneſs, and aſking the Reaſon with Impudence, 
why he does it. And in this very Light it 
| ſeems plain the Apoſile here takes it, from the 
ſharp Reprocf, with which he begins his An- 
ſwer: Nay but, O Man, who art thou that 
replieſt againf Ged ? Shall tbe Thing fermed 
fay to Lim that formed it, Why haſt thou made 
me thus? © | 
| There is, perhaps, no Part of Scripture that 
bas been more abuſed than this has. It has 
been made uſe of as an Argument in various 
Caſes, yea, as a filencing Argument, for Opi- 5 
: nions 
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nions quite void of Foundation; and repeat- 
ed with as groundleſs an Aſſurance, as the 
Objection it here ſtands to reprove. A mo- 
deſt Arguing againſt Doctrines of Men has 
been frequently ſtiled by this Name: And 
Arguments which would not admit of other 
Anſwer, have been thought ſufficiently an- 
ſwered by only repeating this Paſſage, and 
confidently thundering out with Zeal and 
Vehemence, Who art theu that repligſt againſt 
God? When yet there can be nothing more 
obvious to a Perſon of any Attention, than' 
that this is an Argument, which, in all doubt. 
ful Caſes, will ſerve one Side as well as the 
other, and may, with equal Propriety, be uſed 
by both, or ſhould rather more properly be 
by both avoided ; fince a confiderate Perſon 
mult needs ſee a great deal of Difference be- 
tween a Perſon's Arguing, as he thinks, for 
God, and what the Apoſtle here ſtiles a Reply- 
ng agi him. And yet there certainly is 
ſuch a thing as the Apo}ile here calls by this 
Name ; nor does he call it improperly in the 
Caſe before us, tho' others frequently have 
done fo fince. For the Objector here allows 
God does the Thing, at the ſame time that he 
goes on to cenſure and blame him for it, and 
to aſk the Reaſon of his doing it in fo very 
unbecoming a Manner, as muſt appear to de- 
ſerve the Reproof the Apoſtle gives him. In- 
deed the Reaſan of the Objection is a very 
weak one, and far from being ſtrong enough 


to 


(CH 
to bear theWeight,theObjeQor here is pleaſed 
to lay upon it: Why, does he yet find Fault ? 
is too bold and too captious a Queſtion to be 
defended by the Reaſon here given, for cho 
bas refifted bis Mill? which contains no more 
than an ignorant daring Aſſertion, and which, 
as here applied, is manifeſtly fa//e. 

But this will lead us to conſider the Caſe 
of Hardening, as it is on this the Objection is. 
built. And here, as to the Subjects of the 
Hardening complained of, I ſhall chooſe to 

- expreſs myſelf, for certain Reaſons, in the 
Language of the Synod of Dort. The Talent 
of Grace, ſays the Synod, which is once 
granted by God, is taken away from no Man, 
unleſs he has buried it firſt through his own 
Default (a). Hence it is that in the Scrip- 
tures we are from Place to Place admoniſh- 
ed, that we reſiſt not the Spirit, that we 
quench not the Spirit, that we receive not the 
Grace of God in vain, that we fall not away 
from God (4). Yea, this Reaſon of the 
divine Dereliction is plainly aſſigned, that God 
firſt is forſaken by Men: Becauſe I have call- 
ed, and ye refuſed, J alſa will Iaugh in your 
Deſtruction (c). Te bave forſaken the Lord, 
that he ſhould forſake you. (d). But it is no- 
where in the Scriptures ſo much as once in- 
ſinuated, that God is either wont, or willing, 
to take from any Man the Aid of exciting 
= | © (a) Matt. xxv. 28. (6) Heb. iii. 7. 1823, 
I — ðͤ bor eg, 
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Grace, or any other Help which he has once 
iven, in order to his Converſion, unleſs the 
Man's own previous Fault ſhall firſt make 
way for it. Thus taught, ſay they, the or- 
thedox Fathers, who diſputed againſt the 

Pelagians (e). 5 
This therefore ſettled in the e Place; 
that God hardens none but ſuch as firſt de- 
ferve it, and that by an obſtinate and wilful 
Abuſe of his Grace and Goodnefs ; the Ob- 
jection is already deſpoiled of great Part of its 
Strength; but muſt yet be much more ſo, if 
we conſider the Manner of Hardening, which 
is not by infuſing a Principle of Hardneſs, or 
making any ſuch Alteration in Mens Make 
or Frame, as renders their future Hardening 
unavoidable ; but, as the Scripture abundant- 
ly teſtifies, by much Long-ſuffering, as too in- 
. Parents ſpoil their Children by a 
Treatment, which, tho' intended for no loch 
Purpoſe, is yet frequently ſeen to be produc- 
tive of ſuch an Event. It muſt be owned, 
indeed, with regard to the Caſe of Pharaoh, 
that the Magicians of Egypt may be ſuppoſed 
to have contributed ſomething, by their per- 
forming ſome of the fame Things with 
Moſes. But, whatever Influence theſe Pro- 
ceedings may be thought at the fr to have 
had on him, their failing at the End of three 
Trials, and their own open Confeſſion, that 
the Finger of God was againſt them, muſt 
8 (e) Ad. Syn. Dor. Par. 2. p. 129. | 
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be ſufficient, one would think, to have wiped 
out all former Impreſſions, and to have ſhewn 
him, as it certainly did, if he would but have 
ſet his Heart to it, that he was really oppoſe- 
ing a ſuperior Power. To which may be 
added, that his Magicians, however able to 
imitate ſome of the former Judgments, could 
yet remove none of them from him; inſo- 
much that in the Plague of the Frogs, which 
their Inchantments were able to initate, he 
was yet obliged to call for Moſes and Aaron, 
and to promiſe them, that if they would in- 
treat the Lord to do this for him, he therc- 
upon would Jef the People go (J). Nor is 
there other Reaſon aſſigned for his Refuſal 
afterwards, but that he ſaw there was Reſpite, 
and therefore he hardened bis Heart (g); 
either as thinking perhaps, that the God of 
the Hebrews had already done all that he 
could do, or that he could again at any time 
impoſe on him by ſome ſpecious Promiſes, as 
he might poſlibly think he had then, and as 
he ſeems to exemplify in his future Conduct; 
pretending Compliance, till he could get the 
Plague removed from him, and then return- 
ing to his former Purpoſe, as Moſes charges 
him expreſly, with regard to the Plague of 
the Flies: I will intreat, favs he, for the, — 
but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more(b). 
And accordingly we find him afterwards 
owning more than once, that be had been 
J) Exod. viii. 8. (g] Verſ. 15. (4) Verſ. 29. 
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guilty of Sin in this Matter, that the Lord 
was righteous, and that he and his People were 
wicked (i). And we find notwithſtand- 
ing, that when he found the Plagues were 
ceaſed, his Acknowlegements always ceaſed 
with them; and that he as conſtantly 
hardened his Heart, as the Judgments of 
God were ſtayed, or taken from him. All 
which,duly conſidered, ſeems plainly to make 
it appear, that the Cauſe of his Hardening 
was nothing but God's Forbearance, with the 
perverſe Conſtruction he continually ſeems to 
have made of it, which drew him on at laſt 
| to utter Ruin; as St. Paul alſo charges the 
Jews in the Beginning of this his Epi/te (H: 
Deſpiſeſt thou, ſays he, the Riches of bis Good- 
neſs, and Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering, not 
knowing that the Goodneſs of Gd leadeth thee 
to Repentance ? But after thy Hardneſs, and 
impenitent Heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath? Andto 
the ſame Purpoſe, was it long ago obſerved 
by the Wiſe King Solomon, That becauſe Sen- 
tence againſt an evil Work is not executed 
ſpecdily; therefore the Heart of the Sons of 
Men is fully ſet in them to do Evil (). And 
if Men are only therefore hardened by ſuch a 
perverting as this of God's Goodneſs, which 
ought to have different Effects on them, , he 
has ſurely a Right to complain; that no better 
Uſe is made of it. | 

(% Exod. ix. 27. and x. 16. (4) Chap. i. 4, 5. (1) Eceief 
„„ | ***; | 
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And yet this is not all that may be ſaid in 
this Caſe, to ſhew that God is righteous when 
be judges : There is this further Conſideration 
to be added ſtill, that it does not appear, but 
that even when Men are hardened, there is 
yet a Capacity left them of recovering from 
it. It ſeems to be evident in the Caſe of 
Pharach, that it was in his Power to have 
prevented his Deſtruction, even after the 
threatening Meſſage here referred to; which 
was not more abſolute than the Judgment 
denounced againit Nineveh, and which we 
ought to interpret according to God's own 


Rule, as delivered to us by the Prophet 


remy : At what 7 1 ſhall ſpeak concern- 
6 


ing a Nation, and concerning a Kingdem, to 


pluck up, and to pull down, and to d:jiroy it ; if 


that Nation, againſt whom ] have Fronounced, 
turnfrom their Evil, Iwill repent of the Eaulthat 
I thought to do unto them (m). Nor was this 
Condition omitted in the Caſe before us, but, 
on the contrary, mentioned expreſly, as we 
have already obſerved, in the next ſucceed- 
ing Meſſage: And Moſes and Aaron came in 
unto Pharaoh, and ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith 
the Lord God of the Hebrews, How long 411! 
thou refuſe to humble thyſelf before mes Let 
my People go, that they may ſerve me. Elle, 
/ thiu reſuſe to let my People go, brhold, Jo- 
morrow will bring the Locuſts into thy 
Coajt (n). And wal any one ſay, that Fha- 
() Jer. xViii-7, 8. (=) Exod. x. 3, 4. 
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raob had not a Powyr to do this? The very 
Speech here made to him ſhews the con- 
 trary ; nor was he very far from willing to 
do it then, as it plainly appears from the 
following Part of the Hiſtory, Tis true, 
God tells Moſes before, he had hardened his 
Heart ; but then we need not go far to diſ- 
cover the Means of his doing it; and that it 
was only by ſtopping the Thunder, the Rain, 
and the Hail; which when Pharaoh ſaw, we 
are told, that be ſinned yet more, and hardened 
his Hear r, both he, and his Servants (o). And 
yet the Means here made uſe of, ſeem as 
proper to lead to Repentance, as the Appear- 
ance of Cbriſt to St. Paul in his Way to Da- 
maſcus. Nor are we therefore to judge them 
to be inſufficient, becauſe they did not then 
anſwer that End; ſince they ought to be 
judged of from their juſt and their natural 
Tendency, and not from the Event or Abuſe 
of them. God indeed thought it proper in 
this Caſe, that Moſes ſhould know the Event 
from the very Beginning, or that Pharaob' 
would really be hardened on this Occaſion, as ' 
he would otherwiſe molt probably have been 
diſcouraged from going on, by finding the 
Event fo croſs to his Expectation: But this 
is far from a Proof, that his Hardening was ſo 
irt eſſtible, as that it was not in his Faber to 
have acted otherwiſe, and to have ler the 
People go, as God required, and as we find 


le) Exod. IX. 33, 34. SY 
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that he afterwards did, when hi; Hand was 
yet Hronger upon him. 

And as it thus appears, that the Hardening 
of Pharaoh was ſuch as he might have re- 
covered from, had he ſet bis Heart to it, as 
he ought, and ſhonld have done; fo does it 
likewiſe appear from ſeveral other Places, 
that where Men have been hardened by an 
obſtinate Courſe cf Rebellion, their Caſe, 
potwithſtanding, has not been fo- deſperate, 
as to be paſt all Hopes of finding a happy 
Change. We have a Proof of this in the 
Twelfth Chapter of the Prophecy of Ezekiel - 
The Word of the Lora, ſays the Prophet, came 
unto me, faxing, Sen of Man, thou dewelleft in 
the midi of a relellious Houſe, which have 
Eyes to 4%, and ſee not; they have Ears t9 
bear, and bear not: For they are a rebellicus 
Heuſe. Therefore thou, Son of Man, prepare 
thee Stuff” for removing, and remove by Day 
in their Sight: It may be they will conſider, 
though they be à rebellious Houſe. Which not 
not anly ſhews, that ſuch an Effect was fo//;- 
ble ; but alſo the Propriety of the Means 
made uſe of to bring it about. Weare like- 
wiſe elſewhere acquainted. with regard to 
the People of 1/rael, that all the Chief of the 
Prieſts, 114 the People, tranſgreſſed very much, 
after all the Abominations of the Heathen, and 
polluted the Houſe of the Lord, which he bad 
hailowed in Jeruſalem. And the Lord God of 
Fockr Fathers ſent to them by bis Meſſengers, 


riſing 


„ 
riſing up beti mes, and ſending; becauſe he had 
Compaſſion on his People, and on lis Dwelling=- 
place : But they mocked the Meſſengers of God, 
and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed FE Pro- 


phets, 368 the Wrath of the Lord aroſe 


ngainſt his People, till there was no Remedy(þ). 


Is it not evident from hence, both that the 


People had greatly finned, and that they alſo 


were greatly hardened, fo as to mock and de- 
[piſe the Means of Grace made uſe of ? And 
is it not as evident notwithſtanding, that 


they had Power to have made a good Uſe of 
them, from their being ſent to them out of 
Cempaſſion, which could otherwiſe not be the 
Caſe? Nor could St, Paul imply leſs, when 
he taxes the Jews, as we have ſeen already, 
with deſpifing through Hardneſs of Heart that 
very Geodneſs, which, he at the ſame time 
tells them, led them to Repentance, And, to 
add no more upon this Head, what leſs can 
he mean, when he calls to thoſe, who are 
not only aſleep, but dead in Sin, to awake and 
ariſe, and Chriſt ſhall give them Light (9)? 
The Sleep therefore is not ſo ſound, but that 
there is ſtill a Poſſibility of awaking from it ; 
nor the Death here meant of ſuch a deadly 
Nature, as not to admit of a Return to Life. 

| And' if this be the Caſe, as both Reaſon 
and Scripture loudly proclaim it is, that God 
hardens none but ab/trnate, ftubborn Sinners; 

that they are only hardened by Forbearance 


(p) 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14, 15, 16. (7) Epheſ. v. 14. 
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and Long-ſuffering ; and that their Harden- 
ing is not only preventable at firſt, but re. 
moveable afterwards by ſerious Conſideration; 
it Men are ſeldom, or never, ſo hardened, but 
that there is ſtill a Poſibility of ſoftening left 
to them; and of changing their Hearts of | 
Stone 5 Hearts of Fleſh; where is the 
Strength of the Objection, Why does be yet 

Fault? And how juſtly does it appear 
to deſerve the Reproof here given, Nay but, 
O Man, who art thou that replieft againſt 
God? ls it fit, canſt thou think, that thou 
ſhouldſt thus take upon thee to cenſure his 
righteous Proceedings? He has ſurely a Right 
to ind Fault with hardened Sinners, who have 
Eyes, but ill not ſee ; and Ears, but will not 
hear. And if thou, through thy Ignorance, 
doſt not ſee this Right, or art not ſo well ac- 
quainted as thou ſhouldſt be with the Caſe 
of Hardening; yet as thou knoweſt, that God 
does find Fault on ſuch Occaſions, thou cer- 
tainly oughteſt to preſume, that he does it 
Juftly. Can Reproof, or finding Fault, be ever 
' juſter, than when Men have . fully brou ght 
themſelves in Danger, and continue wrlfcll 
to ſhut their Eyes againſt the Means of their 


| Deliverance from it? They are not hardened, 


as thou ſuppoſeſt, by any ſuch irrefifible 


Will, as that they may not be ju/tly found 


Fault with. And if thou knoweſt not this, 
thou ſhouldſt rather have acknowleged thy 
* than vented thy Spleen in a 
| groundleſs 
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groundleſs Complaint againſt one, who thou 
oughteſt to believe ¹ do nothing but what” 
is right, whether thou art able to diſcern it, 
or no. This is ſurely thy Duty, and what, 
as a Man, muſt better become thee, than thus 
to revile the Juſtice of the God of Heaven. 

Shall Man be more juſt than God? Shall a Man 
be more pure than his Maker (r)? Conſider it 
therefore, O Man, who thou art that repligſt 
againſt God, and of what intolerable Preſump- 
tion thou art herein guilty. Would it be pro- 

per, when a Workman has finiſhed a Piece of 
Work, that his Workmanſhip, ſuppoſing ſuch a 
thing poſſible, ſhould go about to difpute with 

him on account of the Form he had made it 

in? As improper is it in thee to go about to 
complain againſt him, in whom thou liveſt and 

| moveſt, and haſt thy Being, and that, as thou 
| Oughteſt to believe, on as w0ſe and graczous 

Terms, as his infinite Viſdom and Grace has 
ſeen expedient. Let this therefore convince 
thee, that thou art guilty concerning this 
Matter; and that thou haſt acted as unfit, and 
as unbecoming, a Part, in thus objecting 
againſt God, with a Why 'does be yet find 
Fault? as it would be for the Thing formed 
to addreſs to him that formed it, with a M 
haſt thou made me thus? Wo to him, as the 
Scripture has taught us, hat ſtrives with his 
Maker ! Let the Potſherd ſtrive with” Por- 
Sſ>ras of the Earth: Shall the Clay ſay to him 

that faſhions it, What makeſt thou? or thy 


(r) Job iv. 17. 
| Work, 


( 48 ) 


Work, He hath no Hands (s)? Such a Pro- 


ceeding is certainly utterly indeſenſible, and 
ſuch as muſt be very unbecoming in any Man, 
but eſpecially in a Man of Juda, where God 


has been ſo long Enotun, and which has been 


ſo long the Object of his Grace and Favour. 


Shall they ſet themſelves to reply agarnſ? God, 


or think themſelves hardly done by ? Let it 
never be publiſhed in Gath, nor told in Aſp- 
kelen, that a Jew ſhould be guilty of talking 
in any ſuch manner. 


It may here be obſerved, that there i 18 no- 


Ke; in its Repro, that implies it to be 


any way unfit or wnlawful, as ſome would 


rſuade us, to inquire into the Ways of God 
with duc Solriety, and with ſuch Humility 
and Reverence,. as our State and Condition as 
Creatures, and the Relations between us, re- 
We: For in this manner do we find Abra- 

ham diſcourſing, propounding Queſtions, 
and receiving Anſwers, with regard to God's 


| Regbteouſneſs in deſtroying Sedom be 
Prophet Jeremy alſo deſires Leave to plead 


with him, as to the preſent Proſperity of 


wicked Men: Rightecus, ſays he, art thou, 
O Lord, when 1 plead with thee ; yet let me 


tall with thee 0 thy Tudgments : - Wherefore 


doth the Way of the Wicked proſper ? Where- 
fare are all they. bappy, that deal very trea- 
_ cheroufly (u)? David alfo declares, with re- 
gard to "the Works of the Lord, that they are 


Y Ifai. xlv. 9. (4). Gen iii 23, &c. (u) Jer. xii. 1. 
| | greats 
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great, and ſought out of all them that have 
Pleaſure therein (w). And again, I will 
pratſe thee, ſays he, with Uprightneſs of 
Heart, when I ſhall have learned thy righte- 
ous Fudgments (x). Nor is it eaſy indeed to 
perceive how we ſhould be able to praiſe 
God, as required, with Underſtanding, if it 
is not allowed us to uſe our Unger/iandings, 
and to exerciſe them as well as we can upon 
the Things that belong to our Peace; and up- 
on which the Honour of God and Religion 
ſo highly depends. In ſhort, it is not only 
lawful, but our Duty, to ſtudy the Scriptures, 
and to have as ju/t Thoughts of our Maker as 
may be. And therefore no Inquiries of this 
Nature can be either prohibited here, or in 
any other. Part of the Book, which com- 
mands us to ſearch zt (y), and which recom- 
mends itſelf to us by this very Motive, that 
it is able to make us wiſe unto Salvation (2), 
Againſt Searches of this Kind the Apo/tle's 
Reproof has no Force : but only againſt a 
preſumptuous- Arraigning the Wiſdom or Tuſ- 
rice of God in ſuch Proceedings as are at the 
ſame time owned to be really his, or where it 
cannot be reaſonably doubted whether they are 
his Proceedings or no. In ſuch Caſes as theſe; 
the Reproof is undoubtedly zuj?; and, even 
without the Authority of St. Paul to back us, 
we might juſtly reply with reſpect to Objec- 
(20) Pf. exi. 2. () Pf. ix. 7. 0) John'v. 394 
(z) 2 Tim. ju, 15. 5 9 
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tions of this Sort, Nay but, O Man, who art 
thou that replieſt againſt God? Shall the Thing 
formed ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt 
thou made me thus? 

But having thus largely confider'd the 
Juſtice of the Apo/t/-'s Reproof ; let us now 
roceed to conſider his further Anſwer : 
Hath not the Potter, ſays he, Power over 
the Clav, of the ſame Lump to make one Veſſel 
to Honour, and another to Diſhonour ? The 
Aſſerters of the Doctrine of an abſolute Pre- 
deftination have always looked upon this as 

a ſhining Proof for it; and as they take it 
for certain, that the 4 pojile is here on that 
Subject, it is but in the Liberty to ſub- 
ſtitute God for the Potter, the Earth for 
the Clay, and Mankind for the Veſſels here 
mentioned of Honcur and Difhoneur, and the 
Senſe, without more ado, will riſe as follows: 
Hath not God a Power over the Earth, out 
of which he made Mankind, fo as that out 

ot the ſame Lump of it he may lawfully 
make ſome tor everlaſting Life and Glory, 
and others again, on the other hand, for 
Shame, and cternal Deſtruction? But, not- 
withſtanding their Confidence, that this is 
the genuine Senſe of theſe Words, there are 
not wanting, on the other Side, as great, 
and as learned Interpreters, who are every 
way as confident, that this is not the Senſe 
of them; and that they were never intended 


for V ſuch . And it is certainly a 
5 Rule 
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Rule to be obſerv'd in all Cafes of this Kind, 
not ſo much to regard what Senſe the Words 
will bear, as what is the Senſe they were in- 
tended to bear; not what pretty Conclu- 
Gon; the Wit of Man may draw from them, 
but what is really the End and Deſign of 
them in the Place under Conſideration : 
Which in this, as in moſt other Caſes, muſt 
be drawn from conſulting the Context, or 
the Reaſon and Nature of Things. Let us 
examine them therefore by this Rule, and let 
us ſce what the Iſſue and Event will be. We 
find them then brought in by way of An- 
{wer to the Objection, Why does be yet find 
Fault? Which, tho' built, as we have ſeen, 
upon falle and erroneous Principles, yet, as it 
takes upon it to cenſure what it at the ſame 
time allows is God's doing, the Apoſtle 
therefore anſwers, in the firſt place, with the 
Reproof we have juſt been conſidering ;. to 
which he adds, as a further Reply, the Words 

before us. He had made uſe of one Com- 
pariſon already, i in order to ſhew the Impro- 
priety of replying againſt God in this manner; 
and he now further confirms it by a Second, 

which is taken from the unqueſtionable ; 
Power which a Potter has over his Clay, fo as 
to make of it either Veſſels of Honour, or ot 
Diſhonour, as he himſelf pleaſes, without 
being any way guilty of Injuſtice in it. Has 
not the Potter, ſays the Apoſtle, this Power? 


Sure he has. It was never diſputed : Nor 
H 2 Was 


Inyo > 
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was he ever objected to, or s of, 
for it. 

Well, but what is the Inference, you will 
be ready to aſk, from this, if it be not, that 
God has as full, and as abſolute Power, to 
make what Kind of V efſels he pleaſes out of 
the yet unform'd Maſs of Mankind, as the 


Potrer has out of his yet unſhapen Clay ? 


This indeed is an Inference which the Words 
Will bear; but does not ſuit with the above 
Obj ection, which does not relate to the Ju- 
flice of God in Creation (which was not the 
Thing in Debate), but to his Wiſdom and 
Juſtice in dealing with hardened Sinners, and 
that have been hardened, as the Objection 
ſuppoſes, by his own irreſilible Will. This 
is plainly the Point the Apoſtle is here upon, 
and for the Illuſtration of which, we muſt 
therefore in Reaſon conclude, the Caſe of the 
Potter is here introduced : Which leſt we 
ſhould not be able to apply aright, as has in 
Fact been but too much the Caſe, the Apoſtle 
himſelf has therefore apphy'd it for us in the 
Words which immediately follow, which 


ſhould be connected with theſe, as they are 


in the original Text, and read in this Man- 
ner. Hath not the Potter Power over the 
Clay, of the fame Lump to make one V efel to 
Honour, and another 10 Diſhonour 2 (Ei + 
FeAwy 6 ©). And what 70 God, being 2071 
ing to fhew bis Wrath, and io make bis 
Power known, has endured with much Long- 


fu ering 
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ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted 70 (or 
for) Deflruftion + ? Which Words, well 
weighed, exhauſt the whole Objection, and 
are indeed the fame Anſwer for Subſtance 
with that we have heretofore given, as will 
clearly appear from the following View of 
the Senſe of them. 
Hath not the Potter, ſays the Apoſtle, 
not God, or the Heavenly Potter, but the 
Potter himſelf, any common or ordin 
Potter, a Power over his Clay, to make of 
the very ſame Lump, if he pleaſes, one Veſ- 
ſel to Honour, for comely and honourable Pur- 
poſes; and another, it he pleaſes, to Diſpo- 
nour, for Uſes leſs ſeemly and honourable ? 
Does any Man object againſt this? Was 
he ever complain'd of, or found Fault with, 
for it? And what, therefore, if God (that we 
may argue from the Leſs to the Greater, 
what if he) ſhould be willing to make his 
Power known, not indeed in the very ſame 
manner that the Potter does with regard to 
his Clay, but in a manner as juſt, or rather 
leſs exceptionable ; what if he, being willin 
to make his Power known againſt ſuch 22 
of Wrath as already are ſit for Deſtruction, 
ſhall endure ſuch Veſſels as theſe with much 
Long-ſuffering, tho* they ſhould prove to be 
hardened by this, as Pharaoh was, and as it 
frequently comes to paſs that Sinners are, and 
thereby fitted for yet greater Vengeance? Is 


God therefore __—_ in enduring them with 
much 
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1 
much Long-ſuffering 2 Does this any way 
zrre/i/tzbly harden them? or deſtroy his juſt 
Right to complain of them? Does he any 
thing in this Caſe, that is any way unfit or 
zmproper © Muſt he forbear to give Space for 
Repentance, only becauſe ob/tinate Sinners 
will often increaſe their Guilt by it? May 
he not, on the contrary, very u/tly find Fault 
with ſuch Obfects as theſe? Objects long. of 
his Mercy and Grace, tho' at laſt of his me- 
rited Wrath, yet never till it for Deſtruction; 
and ſeldom or never reſerved for remarkable 
Vengeance, till, tho' fit for Deſtruction before, 
they have been nevertheleſs endur'd with 
much Long-ſuffering, and the Gates of Re- 
pentance have been ſtill kept open, till Patience, 
void of Hope, could bear no longer. If it 
ever be fit, that God ſhould ſhew his Wrath, 
can it ever be fitter than it is in ſuch Caſes as 


' theſe ? What if God, willing therefore to 


ſhew his Wrath, and to make his Pcwer 
known, has endured with much Long-/ſuf- 


 fering the Veſſels of Wrath already jt for 


Deſtruction, tho' with his Defign, that, if 
they ſtill continue to abuſe his Patience, they 
ſhall ſuffer more //gnally for it? Has he not 
an evident Right to do this, and to find Fault 
with, and puniſh, ſuch as thus abuſe it, when 


they both may, and ought to be led to Repent- 


ence by it ? 45 4 

This is plainly the Sum of the Apoile's 

Argument; and it ſo intirely enervates the 
| above 


ä 
above Oljection, as that all further Reply to 
it muſt be wholly needleſs. But you will 
be ready, very likely, to object, Is this all 
that the Apoſile intended by bringing in this 
Similitude ? See yourſelf if you can find, that 
he has really made any more Uſe of it. That 
others indeed have made more of it, is not 
diſputed. But it certainly may juſtly be 
aſked, By what Authority ? Or what Right 
they can ſhew for rejecting the Application 
which the Apoſtle himſelf has here given us, 
and ſubſtituting one of their own in the room 
of it? For that this is really the Apoſtles 
Application of it, does not only appear from 
the Connexion mention'd, - from its being 
evidently brought in as an Anſwer to the 
Jewiſh Objection ; and from the manifeſt 
Agreement of Phraſe with regard to the Veſſels 
here ſpoken of; but alſo in that, without this 
Connexion, the Senſe of the Words is imper- 
feet. For, What if God willing to do this or 
that, is in itſelf a lame and an imperfect 


. Sentence, and ſuch as calls for a Supply to it 


from the Verſe preceding, in order to per- 
fect and complete the Senſe of it: Whereas 
add but the Words here made uſe of con- 
cerning the Potter, Hath he not Power to do 
fo or ſo? and the Senſe is perfectly complete 
at once: Hath not the Potter Power over the 
Clay, to make Veſſels to Honour, or Diſhonour ? 
And what therefore if God, being willing to 
ſhew his Wrath, and to make his Power 

| 885 known, 
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known, has endured with much Long-ſif- 
fering the Veſſels of Wrath that were fred 
before for Deſtruction? Has he not as eguita- 
ble a Power to do this, as the Power you 
grant to the Potter over his Clay? Has he 
not a Right to ſhew his Wrath, and to make 

his Power known on hardened Sinners; 
whom he has endured with much Long-ſuf- 
fering, and which the Scripture teaches us 
to account Salvation (a), tho' it be juſtly like- 
wiſe a Cauſe of greater Kuin, where Men 
continue to ſight and abuſe it? | 

If it be ſtill (aid, that the Si militude of the 

Potter is capable of proving a great deal more 
than this; I anſwer, Suppoſe it be. The 
Queſtion is not concerning the Uſes which 
poſſibly may be made of it; but concerning 
the Uſe which the Apoſtle here has made of 
it. Be it therefore, that the Caſe of the Port- 

ker may be capable of yielding ſuch an Infer- 
ence as you would draw from it: It is, how- 
ever, plain, that the Apoſtle himſelf makes no 

more Uſe of it, than to ſhew the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of God in finding Fault with ſuch as 
are hardened by the Abuſe of much Long-/uf- 
fering, and in making his Power more /ig- 
nally known, for that Cauſe, in their utter De- 

truction. Nor is indeed reaſonable to be too 

_ confident in drawing Inferences, where we 
have not the Scripture to ſupportand bear us 

out in them, It is a very common and juſt 


(a) 2 Pet. iii. 15. 7 . 
Obſervation; 


(57) 

050 rvation, that Similitudes very ſeldom hold 
in all Prints ; and that we ſhould therefore 

always be careful not to „train the Senſe of 
them by carrying the Compari/cn to too great 
a Length. When our Lord draws a Com- 
pariſon between God and an unjuſt Judge (6); 
or compares his own coming, as he does 
more than once, to a Tief (c), will you fay 
the Compariſons ought to hold throughout ? 
Or will you take for Example, the Caſe of 
the unjuſt Steward (d)? Too ſtrict a Com- 
pariſon, you will find; will ſpoil the Moral, 
and turn the Inference quite from what it 
ſhould be. There is therefore a Caution to 
be uſed in applying Similitudes, which are 
not to be explain'd according to a luxuriant 
Fancy, which would frequently lead us into 
many and dangerous Errors; but, as Chry= 
 foftom juſtly obſerves, Compariſe ns are only to 
be made uſe of for the End for which they are 
brought, and nothing further. Had this been 
conſidered, the Power of the Potter had ne- 
ver been make ſo dreadful, nor had an inno- 
cent Simile been racked and tortured in order 
to draw Inferences from it as highly :n7urious 
to God, as they are ſad and dolgful to the 
Sons of Men. What! is there no Difference 
to be made between a Lump of inſenſible 
Clay, and a conſcious intelligent Being made 
after the Image of God ? Is there no Differ- 
ence between Earthen-ware and Fuman 


: (8) Luke xviii. 1. &c. (e) Rev. ili, 3. and xvi. 15. 
(4) Luke xvi. 1. &C. 
Nature? 
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Nature? or between the ſen/ible Suffering 
of eternal Fire, and the dr/honourable Uſe that 
may be made of an earthen Veſſel ? If the 
Light that is in us is really 7 dark to ſee 
this, how great, to refer to the Words of cur 
Lord, is that Darkneſs ! But ſurely every 
one, on a little Reflection, mult eaſily fee 
the wide and mighty Difßerence; and that 
therefore ſuch Inferences czg4t not, and can- 
not be reaſonably drawn from the zunocent 
Power which a Petter has over his Clay, and 
which therefore is innocent, not merely be- 
cauſe it is his, but becauſe it is only a ſen/le/s 
and a vile Material, and therefore of little 
Importance, let him form it for what Uſes 
he will. | | | 
Had the Scripture indeed gone before us in 
drawing ſuch Inferences, or Inferences a 
thing like theſe, there had then been ſome 
Shadow of Reaſon for ſuch a Proceeding. 
But as this is not the Caſe, it is certainly too 
much Preſumption to go about to be e fo 
very much beyond, or rather ſo contrary to, 
what is written. For does either the Apoſtle 
here draw any ſuch Concluſions? or does 
' God himſelf, when he makes uſe of the ſame 
Similitude, and to which the Apoſtle ſeems 
Here to allude, as it ſtands upon Record in 
the Prophet Jeremy (e)? The Word, ſays he, 
which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, ſay- 
ing, Ariſe, and go down to the Potter's 
Houſe, and there mill I cauſe thee to hear my 


(e) Jer, Xviii. 1. as - 


Words. 
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Words. Then I went .diwn to the Potter's 
Houſe ; and, behold, he wrought a Work upon 
the Wheels. And the Veſſel that he made of 
Clay was marred in the Hand of the Potter; 
0 he made it again another Veſſel, as ſeemed 

good to the Potter to makeit. Then the Word 
of the Lord came to me, ſaying, O Houſe of 
Tfrael, cannot I do with you as this Potter? 
faith the Lord. Behold, as the Clay is in the 
Potter's Hand, ſo are ye in mine Hand, O 
Houſe of Iſrazl. That is, marred like the 
_ Veſſel that had juſt been mention:d, and as 
much at my Diſpoſal to be treated as LH“ 
fee good, as that was to be made again ans- 
ther Veſſel, as ſeemed good to the Potter to make 
it. Here is nothing like an abſolute /awleſs 
Power claimed, but only of dealing as be 
ſhould fee good with them. And how that 
was, or how he would exerciſe this Power 
towards them, is expreſly declared, in the 
Words which are there ſubjoined, to be only 
a treating them according to their Conduct; 
that where he had denounced Evil, Repent- 
ance ſhould turn it auay; or promiſed 
Good, that Sin ſhould keep it from them. We 
find it likewiſe made uſe of by the Author 
of Ecclefiaſticus : As the Clay, ſays he, is in 
the Potter s Hand, to faſhion it at his Pleaſure; 
fo Man is in the Hand of him that made bim, 
to renter to them as ltketh him beſt, or, as it is 
in the Greek, according to his Judgment (V. 
It is therefore going a great deal too far to 
J) Ecclus. xxxiii. 13. 1 


1 2 draw 
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draw the horrid Concluſions which ſome 


Men have from this, without ſo much as 
one Precedent throughout all the Scripture; 
nay, where the Scr. pture itſelf draws none but 
mi d Concluſions, and ſuch as all Men muſt 
at once aſſent to, inſerring no more than a 
juſt and righteous Power, not of making of 
Creatures either for Wrath or Mercy, there 
— no ſuch Inference as this drawn from 
; but of dealing with Creatures 'on ſuch 
Terins as bimſelf ſhall ſee proper, who ts 
righteous in all his Ways, and holy in all his 


Works (g); which the Apote having through 
ly juſtified with regard to the Veſſels of Wrath, 


upon which the Objection was built, was 
therefore under no Obligation of proceeding 
further. But as in the Similitude of the 

Potter he had made mention of #ws kinds of 


V ſſels, ſome to Honour, and others to Di} 


Honour; ſo does he alſo, in his Application of 
it, not only take notice of Veſſels of Wrath, 
but a ſo of V efſels of Mercy. As the Potter 
has an evident Power over the Clay, to make 


Veſſels ta Honour, or Diſbonour; ſo has God, 


ſays he, a Right to make his Power known 
upon Veſſels of Wrath, which he has endu- 
red with much Long-ſuffering, and who 
have thereby been hardened, and fitted for 
fignal Defirutticn; and alſo, as he goes on, 
to make known the Riches of his Glory on the 
is Hels of Mercy, which he had afore eg 
n Glory. 
(s) Pi. cal. 17. 


It 


„„ 

It ſhould here be obſerved, that the Veel 
of Wrath are not ſaid to be fitted by God, nor 
is he deſcribed as being any way active in 
fitting of them, for Deſtruction; but only 
as enduring them with much Lon g-ſuf- 
_ fering, that were fit for Deſtruction 4 | 
But, with regard to the Veſſels of Mercy, the 
Caſe is different; his Spirit, Grace, and 
Goſpel, all concur to fit and prepare ſuch 

Veſſels as theſe for Glory. What if God, 
willing to ſhew his Wrath, and to make his- 
Power known, endured with:much Long-ſuf- 
fering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted unto Defirace 
tion? And that he might make known the. 
Riches of his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto Glory? 
Has he not a moſt evident Right, in either 
or both theſe Caſes, either to ſhew his 
Wrath on Veſſels of Wrath ; or the Riches 
of his Glory on Veſſels of Mercy? And how' 
indeed can this be done more ſtrongly, than 
by the very dealing ſo unjuſtly io of, 
the raiſing up or enduring the Veſſels of | Wrath 
with much Long-ſuffering ? which, as it gives 

him the moſt wnexceptionable- Opportunity 
to ſhew his avenging Power; ſo does it at 

the ſame time afford us the moſt clear De- 
monſtration how great muſt be the Rzches 
of his Grace to the Veſſels of Mercy, who' 
can endure even Veſſels of Wrath with ſuch 
 Long-ſuffering. What if, beſides the make- 
ing known his Wrath and Power, he has al- 
ſo a Mind by the very SO Proceeding to an- 
ſwer 


( 6 ) 


ſwer likewiſe another and further End, even 
the Manifeſtation of the Riches of his Glory 
on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he has ore 
prepared, or as ſome perhaps would rather 
have it render'd, and as it is, tho' improperly, 
in Epb. ii. 10. has fore-appanted or ordained 
fo Glory; to wit, all ſuch Children of Promiſe 
as are obedzent to him that calls them, and 
are born to him by Faith in his Word? 
Even us, as the Apoſtle goes on, whom be 
ba h ca led, not of the Jews only, but alſo of 
the Gentiles : As he ſaith alſo in Oſee, I will 
call them my People, which were not my Peo- 
pls; and ber Belpved, which was not belov- 
e; And it ſhall come to paſs, that in the 
Place where it was ſaid unto them, Ye are not 
my. People ; there ſhall they be called the Chil- 
dren of the living G. ES 
It is here debated by Interpreters, concern- 
ing whom theſe Words are ſpoken. Some 
will have them to be meant of the eus; 
and others again underftand them as a Pre- 
diction of the Converfion of the Gentiles. 
In the mean time, it is not to be denied, but 
that the Words in Hoſea, in their primary 
Signification, plainly ſeem to relate to the 
Jews: Nor is it to be denied, at the ſame 
time, but that they here ſeem to be applied 
to the Gentiles. Nor indeed do the Jews 
themſclves ſo confine theſe Words to their 
own Place and Nation, but that they freely 
allow they have likewiſe” reſpect to the Gen- 
tiles : As when they tell us in their Gloſs on. 

7%: 2 mie 


V 
the Talmud (H), They who were not of my 
People ſhall adhere to the Lord, and be to me for 
a People, according to that of the Prophet 
Zechary, ii. 11. And many Nations ſhall ad- 
here to the Lord in that Day, and ſhall be my 
People. But as a more accurate Settling of 
this is a Matter of no great Importance, and 
ſuch as makes nothing either for, or againſt, 
the preſent Argument, it may be ſufficient 
to obſerve, that after another Quotation or 
two from the Prophet Jaiab, which, tho' 
ſpoken of former — were yet exceeding- 
ly applicable to the State of Affairs at that 
time, the Chapter cloſes, as was before ob- 
ſerved, with the fame Doctrine of the Rigb- 
teouſneſs of Faith, which has been ſo zeal- 
ouſly pleaded for in it, and which is indeed 
the principal Drift of the whole Epri/ile. 

It will not perhaps be amiſs to reflect in 
this Place, that whatever the Apoſtle has all 
along ſaid in this Chapter, is evidently, all of 
it, of a temporal Nature. Such was the Re- 
jection of 1/mael, and the chooſing Iſaac; the 
loving Jacob, and the hating E/au ; ſuch 
the Mercy that was ſhewn to the tranſgreſſing 
Iraelites, concerning whom God yet ſware 
in his Wrath they ſhould not enter into his Reſt 3 
ſuch the ſhewing his Power in the Deſtruc- 
tion that fell upon Pharaoh ; and ſuch like- 
wiſe was that which then hung, tho' deferr'd 
by God's Goodneſs, over the Heads of the 
infidel eus. He no-where ſends us to the 
| (4) See Whitby in locum. | - 


other 


” ( 64 ) = 
vrber World, where God does not at Preſent 


make his Power known to us; but all along 
reaſons from Facts that were done in his 


Merld, upon which his Premiſes are always 
grounded, tho' his Inferences from them ex- 


tend, as we have ſeen, to the other. 


But having followed him far enough now 
to ſee his Meaning in what have always been 
reckoned the gloomieſt Parts of the Chapter; 


let us here, if you pleaſe, ſit down, and 


count cur Gains, We have been clearing, 
then, a Portion of Scripture, not only from 


great Obſcurity, but trom the Odium of a 


Doctrine, which, if really taught by it, muſt 


reflect not alittle Diſhonour on Chriſtianity : 


A Doctrine that has ſet the great Father 


Light, that can well be conceived or imagined; 
that has repreſented the Great, the Bleſſed 
and Only Potentate, as a ſurly, lawleſs, un- 


relenting Tyrant, deſigning for, and ordain- 
to, eternal Deſtruction, the greateſt Part of 
his reaſonable Creatures, for no other Reaſon 


than becauſe he will: A Doctrine that al- 
ways did, and ſtill does, give great Offence 
to by far the greater Part of the Chri/tzan 
Charch; — which the Infidel is frequently 
harping on, and making no ſmall Plea for 


his Infidelity; — which runs counter to the 


natural Notions of all Mankind, and gives 
the Lye to the ſacred Voice of Conſcience, 
which even its Friends can hardly help being 


ſhocked at, when ſet before them in its proper 
Colours; 


and which they cn never de- 


fend 


bf Mercies in the moſt dreadful and terrible 


C 53 27 
fend Fut by Poſitions of ſuch a Nature, as 
ſap the Credit of all Revelation, ſubvert the 
whole Scheme of the Goſpel, and raiſe ſuch 
harrid Terrors in the Mind, as have often 
produced the moſt diſmal and fatal Effects. 
But it is not all the Advantage we have | 
gained, to have removed this flaming Sword 
from the Gates of Paradiſe. We have not 
only ſeen, that God does not make Veſſels of | 
Wrath, but that he alſo does not harden thoſe 5 
that Rane made tbemſelues ſo, any otherwiſe 
than by enduring them with much Long-ſuf- 
Fering: And that there is therefore always 5 
room, while the Forbearance of God conti- 
2 for Veſſels of. Wrath ta be changed into 
U Mercy, and thoſe of Diſboncun * | 
_ to be Veſſels of Honour (i). 
Me havelikewiſe ſeen, that the Commun 
ds with Abrabam, and the Promiſes of it, 
in the fulleſt Senſe of them, were never con- 
fined only to thoſe that ſhould naturally ſpring 
from him, but extended in every Age to a, 
the Faithful; and that it ever was, and ever 
_ willbe true, whatever the puffed up Jew may 
think to the contrary, that God is, and al- 
ways was, not only the God of the eus, but, 
as St. Paul has told us, of the Gentiles alſo (C0 
and that, in every N to refer to the 
Words of St. Peter, be that fears him, and 
 worksRighteouſneſs,is accepted with him(I);that 
the. Chriſtian Religion does not give us thoſe 
. narrow Ideas of the Great, Supreme, and Uni- 2 
verſal Father, as ſome, both Friends and En 
mies, would repreſent i it; but that it really ex- „ 
() 2 Tim. 11, 20, 21. (4) Rom. iii. 29. () Acts x. 34, 335. 4 
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hibits him in the moſt glorious and al 


5% Light, and even a * deal more ſo than 


mere Rraſon can do- 
Lift up therefore the Hands which bang 


down, and the feeble Knees; and ſhout your 


Praiſes to your great Creator, the Greateſt, 


 Wifſeft, and 'the Beſt of Beings ; the Father of 


Mercies, and Author of all Conſolation ( m); 

Who would" gave all Men to bt ſaved, and to 
come ro the Knowlege of the Truth (n); and 
who has over and over afſerted, and ſolemniy 


Aturn, that he is not one that has Plenſure i in 
* "Death, or that takes a Deligbt in Deſtruction, 


no, not even in that of the Wicked, but had 
rather they would repent, and turn from their 


Mays, and live (o). It is the glorious Charac- 
ter he gave of himſelf to Moſes, that he was 
Fratious, and merci ful, lon g-ſuffering, and abun- - 
dunt in Goodne i (p). And the ſame is confirmed 
to us not only throughout his Mord, but all his 
Providence proclaims it likewiſe! Nature and 


Scripture join in this their Suffrage, and both 


proclaim aloud the joyful Truth. Praiſe him 
therefore, all his Creatures: Praiſe him, all e 


Sons of Men. He reigns ; and therefore, Let the 


- Earth rejoice: Let all the Mulritude of the Tfes 


4 g Let all unite, and join the ſolemn 
Song; Thou art avorthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power; for thou 


haſt- created all things, and fir thy gn 


they are, and were created (H). 25 


) Rom. xv. 5. (a) 1 Tim: ii. 4. * Eck. xviii. 23 32. 
„ and xxxiii. 11. G Exod. xxxiv. 6. 75 Ph. revii. * 


(7) Rev, iv. ult. og 
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